An Overture Regarding

Amending the Book of Order

The Presbytery of                     overtures the 219th General Assembly (2010) to amend G-18.0301c by adding two-thirds vote, so the new sentence would read “Proposed amendments must by approved by a two-thirds vote by the General Assembly…, and to amend G-18.0301d by adding two-thirds, so the new sentence would read “When the Stated Clerk has received written advice that a proposed amendment to the Book of Order has received the affirmative votes of two-thirds of the presbyteries…

Rationale:  Many of the controversial issues in the denomination today are being “decided” by very close votes, which while they may gain a little more than a majority, certainly do not indicate that a consensus, or a broad section of the church is in favor.  On issues where emotions run hot, moving forward with a slight majority can do more harm than good.  There are some issues that unless they have the support of a larger majority of the church, will end up splitting and dividing the church.
Many presbyteries across the denomination get increasingly frustrated and irritated with a General Assembly process that allows issues to continue to be sent to the presbyteries for repeated votes by a slim majority, only to see them get voted down again and again at the local level.  This kind of dysfunction needs to stop.  A simple solution to the problem is that changes to the Book of Order would not be sent to presbyteries unless the Assembly approved them with a two-thirds vote.  We already require a two-thirds vote on amending the Book of Confessions.  It is time we require a two-thirds vote on amending the Book of Order, as well.  This would save a lot of wasted time at presbytery meetings, voting on issues that people don’t care about, as well as not having to continually vote on the same tired old issues all the time.  It is time for a change.  Instead of have a majority vote for one part of the Constitution and a two-thirds vote for another part of the Constitution, it is time to make both amendment processes equal, and require a two-thirds vote for both parts.

