An Overture Concerning the Number

Of General Assembly Commissioners

The Presbytery of                    overtures the 219th General Assembly (2010) to replace G-13.0102b with the following language:  “When the General Assembly meets biennially, it shall consist of equal numbers of elders and ministers from each presbytery, in the following proportion:  each presbytery consisting of not more than 15,000 members shall elect one elder and one minister.  Presbyteries consisting of more than 15,000 members shall elect one additional elder and one additional minister for each additional 15,000 members, so that:


Presbyteries of 15,001 to 30,000 members shall elect 2 elders and 2 ministers;


Presbyteries of 30,001 to 45,000 members shall elect 3 elders and 3 ministers;


Presbyteries of 45,001 or more members shall elect 4 elders and 4 ministers.

Rationale:  When the General Assembly voted to move from annual assemblies to biennial assemblies, one of the reasons given to make the change was to save the denomination money.  However, the move to biennial assemblies was also accompanied by an increase in the number of commissioners.  The extra expense in paying for these additional commissioners, meant that no financial savings were ever realized.  The promise of reducing expenses never materialized.  In the economy in which we live, we must continually look for ways to save money.  While it may be nice to have extra commissioners, we can no longer afford this unnecessary luxury.  It is time to return to the original, yet never realized, promise.  As the income of the church continues to decline, we must look to reduce costs in unnecessary areas, so that funds can be directed toward more necessary areas.  Because we live in the worst economy since the Great Depression, it is time to return to a leaner number of commissioners.
Secondly, the increase in the number of commissioners has not resulted in better decisions at the General Assembly.  Some would say, the increased numbers have made it much more difficult.  With more commissioners, fewer people get a chance to speak, fewer people get to participate in a meaningful way, and the building of relationships, which are necessary for good decisions, becomes harder and harder.  Returning to a number of commissioners that is closer to what we had in the past, will lead to greater participation, better relationships between commissioners, and hopefully better decisions.

